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Year Amount Funding Source

2013-2014 $100,000 USDA Farm to School 
Implementation

2016-2017 $75,000 Florida Department of  
Agriculture Farm to School

2017-2018 $30,000 Florida Department of  
Agriculture Farm to School

2018 $36,339 Florida Department of  
Agriculture Equipment Grant

2018-2020 $100,000 pending USDA Farm to School 
Implementation





“As Sarasota County Schools graduates, we 
take pride in growing premium quality 
produce for Sarasota County residents, most 
notably our youngest customers currently in 
Sarasota County Schools. The journey from 
growing a few cases of  lettuce for seven 
schools to now supplying one-third of  the 
district’s overall lettuce demand to all schools 
has allowed Homestead Hydroponic Farm to 
increase growing capacity by adding 5,000 
square feet of  greenhouse space 
and environmental controls, which ultimately 
extends our growing season. We sincerely 
appreciate the business partnership we 
maintain with Sarasota County Schools 
Food and Nutrition Services and look 
forward to many productive years of  a Farm 
to School partnership.”

-Sarah Whannel & Mike Baker
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Total Loss: $500,944









Item Cost

Hurricane Irma $500,944 loss

New Facilities Expense $255,000 loss

Salary and Benefit Increases $450,000 loss

One less week of  Summer Feeding 2017 $53,000 loss

Post Hurricane Irma NSLP & NSBP Revenue $435,808.57 gain

Total Additional Expenses $832,135.57 loss








